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THE DIPLOMAT: 



We're a bit late but, at least we haven't disappeared with all that good money! 
Armageddon i a arrived today with ah updated word on magazine trade agreements. 
Apparently Turner is feeling the monetary pinch as he no longer will send out 
copies with stamps from his pocket. But the reason I started out on this trade 
topic is a boycott (?) of AEOLUS by quite a few publishers. Why? Mow I know 
that most people publish much more frequently than I but, then John Boardman 
publishes in a shorter interval than anybody and he still trades with everyone. 
Well? 



1 I ! A 1 1 A 



John Koning's newest venture, VALHALLA promises to be one of postal Diplo- 
macy's milestones. Existing magazines have always been published for people who 
already are Dippy players but, VALHALLA from the start will be directed at the 
newcomer. Association with STRATEGY AMD TACTICS (we consider it to be the bast 
wargaming journal) will provide a permanent contact with the growing force of 
persons in all wargaming fields. 

VALHALLA wfTT carry one postal game, featuring the play of the "experts" 
(McCallum and Smythe), Diplomacy's human dictionary (who else but Peery), and 
your own trustworthy, loyal, and obliging editor. VALHALLA'S pages will also 
contain feature articles on Diplomacy strategy and play and, what I consider to 
be most important of all, an address listing of wargamers of all types (Avalon 
Hill, Diplomacy, Gamescience, miniatures, naval, etc.). 

In addition, the publisher (Koning) will offer extras for subscribers. A 
sample service will be provided to enable interested individuals to obtain a se- 
lection of Diplomacy magazines for a small fee and, in a few months time, a 
chance for subscribers to enter into as many games of postal Diplomacy as they 
wish. 

VALHALLA #1 will be published on 13 April 1968, and Will thereafter appear 
at tri-weekly intervals. The price is a bargain $2.00 per year (17 issues); and 
for a super-bargain, John is offering a combination VALHALLA-STAB subscription 
for $3.00 per year Ok issues). So how does one go about receiving VLHALLA? 

VALHALLA: send $2.00 checks payable to Project Analysis Corp., c/o STRATEGY AND 
TACTICS, Box 11-137, Loudonville, M.Y. 12211. 

VALHALLA and STAB: send $3.00 to John Koning, 2008 Sherman Avenue, Apt. #1, 
Evanston, HI. 60201. ' - 
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When asked by reporter* Mf£ the? *£! tat*? 4nwwp- ordered up t the General re- 
plied, "The German army Is at this very minute masting on our eastern border. 
The army and navy have ibdeh* mebtM zed lift meat "and pheck ?any act tans of an . ag- 
gressive nature made by the German government." 

The SUBLIME PORTE unttf WQmWtm, f/Z/l\90A*H*: l<n the Name of Allah, £he 
Merciful , the Compassionate, the Al 1 -Compass lonat long! I take refuge with Al- 
lah, the Merciful, from Rim who was s toned 1 Let It be known unto the Stoned 
that any who durst approach 'the Infernal Btrooe am the representative of the 
Porte and of the Most High Sultan, Sldi-Kokran, may have for his port I on Is 
. flU of 4wmifo and send In. this world, end In the next, Jehannum for his por- 
tion! Let mfm^Mi^mM^^^m^ ^mpmm-^mm^ 

Sultan have safd IU(By the way — where coufd I pick up a couple of cruisers?) 

NANCY (2k April -10Ot):fUftfts of, the German PtrstrAray haw reparted,ly crossed 
the Franco-German border and seized Lunevllle, some 25 miles to the east of Nan- 
cy, As far as can be discerned, this aggressive move on the part of the German 
government was completely anprovoked and^unceHed-»for. Prime Minister Cafllaux 
has declared that a state of emergency exists In France, and Minister of foreign 
Affairs Jean Casmlr Chanted ©r has sent an envoy to Berlin to demand an explana- 
tion of this heinous '<^fcwMfeft!&j^^ ; . 

ST. PETERSBURG, 6/9/H9GA.H* (via diplomatic pouch to Istanbul): Omar Pasha to 
the Ofagdman of the West; Still fearfuHy cold nerei- Not the weather al one, 
the Tsar and his off I cersi , 'J: ■ - ; - , 

LtW£VtttE't5 May I9©l)s The French Second Army crushed a German salient near . 
this French town yesterday, and has sent the Invasion force reel Iwg back across 
the border. King Charles congratulated the troops for a job well done, and sum- 
mDned^|tMe4*nt I re Second Army to Paris for decoration^. ; Long Live; France* .Long 
1 I*e King' Char lesl Long live motherhood, crepes suzettes i^iW-..»the TrI*©o.l«rJ J 

• 1 ' * *v ' » "3" " " • > s r < " - 

THf tiAr Or > LUCIFER (Part 2): Wherein Mis Satanic Ma|es.ty ;i»t*>v4ews the myster- 
ious Ledy In BUck and discusses the question of favor 1 1 (sfTf Mrth*r . wl th th* 

^Su^fi^ls^a^rasattti^ Ws^*^u>||ats on ear^h*- - ^-aksi #t£< , ?<> 

'♦Welt, 1 swani" declared Satan, rising from h is throne and clumping over to 
the Lady In Black, "If It Isn't Bella Stallas, Chief Witch for the S.I.C.. 
What are you^all doing here?' ; .u .-a ., 

The Lady In Black curtsied. "I have come to claim my legitimate rights, oh 

due .'the ^ * tartef • W -^H' * g f&.f^'*-**^ ***^rf$ V?*#*. <. : -i . 3 . - .< -V • ' 

tim/tp 1 MftgUMr 1<!t»<l$lt tfota^r^W^ga^Mit^^ must shao- 

IMftl/itVl* i WfarlpWc%::4. '-sho«rtd ••be^ta* , r-t0^epeat no^rl^e-im.t^n** «i^-,f/rnt 
of r th#ng ^;'d^s^i#•^^1*-•«xc4^••f>r^f^^e^ J al '?l^a?moni.da' a.nd »u«h. fel- 
la, you wilt come to Our chambers this evening? Ah, t knew you would. Now, . 

-^^^^j^^-s^p^lBs-ij^ilft^, t^»»08ftt^ai6 ! ^ i qB#>t^ fJie^ioitrid, €h#^f IWf tch, of the ' 
Loathsome l Tai^ feveWjr t^Mmfr4m*'^'fa®m*?mmh'M^pm Shoddy ^i te 

Sorceress, did, on the night Of the 31st of October last, go forth unto the. sac- 
red Mountain of Si nne (which the untearned call Bald Mountain), where 1 did hold 
profane" -^d-4in1^»y ^o^grtRwtf^^wl^h tMti ?eW«f ^:*lif -^ftvinf f *1#- tftf% -|ieg|#h^.,eX6h 
^.'•fft^ $s^9M»«S«a^t^^a^^jaW^ attain front, him, 

In thy behalf, the power to adjust In certain ways the affairs of men. Thus did 
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I provoke the civfl war In France and the many attacks and betrayals which fol- 
lowed. Great is the power of S.I. C. through me; and great is my power through 
thee. Oh, worshipful darkness, give me further boon," . > 

"We'll attend to that tonight, Del Ja love. Retire now to Our chamber and 
We'll be with you presently." 

And with that, the Lady in Black left the infernal Audience Chamber. Al- 
most immediately, al I the Suppliants began talking at once. Lucifer turned on 
them, flames shooting from his wings, talons, and tail. "Q,uieti All of you! 
We are quite satisfied that none of you can claim real responsibility for the 
war, so you are going to have to fLnd some other basis on which We can grant Our 
favor. You may stay the night (such as it is in these regions) and We shall 
speak with you in the morning.* 1 ' His Majesty then withdrew. 

I968F Winter 1901 k March 1968 

AUSTRIA (McCallum): Build A Vie; Build A Bud. 

ENGLAND (Latimer): Build F Lon; Build F Lpl. i 

FRANCE (Carey): Build A Par; Build A tv\*«. 

GERMANY (Koning): Build A Mun; BuildAKie. 

ITALY (Lake): Build F Nap. 

RUSSIA (Prosnitz) : Build A Mos; Build A Stp. 

TURKEY (Cochran): No Build. 



PRESS RELEASE: 

tHE LAY OF LUCIFER (Part 3): Wherein His Satanic Majesty deals harshly with the 
Turkish suppl iant. 

Night descends on He 11 . That i v s, the flames die down a little, and the an- 
guished cries of diplomats, statesmen, generals, Shakespearian scholars, and ci- 
ther sinner* died down to a dull roar wherewith were soothed the ears and made 
pleasant the slumbers of His Satanic Majesty. The Suppliants of the Powers of 
Europe, wishing to retire, were shown to their chambers after a'sumptious feast 
of roast beef, roast xuccfni squash, roast potatoes, and roast Alaska. Remarked 
the French Suppl iant to the Maitre d f , "You do a lot of roasting here, don't 
you, mon ami ?" to which the reply was^ "Yes sir; special i ty of the house, you 
know." > 

The Turkish Suppl iant, Hi zmetce Ozel Pasha, having been shown to his room, 
observed that it was hung with Turkish carpets and tastefully decorated with 
pikes, thumscrews, and iron maidens, and furnished with several ottomans. "It 
looks 1 ike His Majesty 's den in Istanbul," he remarked. 

Suddenly, the door flew open, and out of the' flames and infinite blackness 
beyond strode His Satanic Majesty. "What have you to say to this," he demanded 
of Orel, showing him a transcript of the Sultan's recent scurri lous remarks. 
"What does that descendent of a thousand generations of pigs, dogs, and infU 
dels, that walking sow's belly, that heap of si ime and degredation which holds 
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Its throne by Our grace, mean by invoking the name of that crackpot deity of a 
bunch of sand-dune savages that can*! even lick 1/10 their weight in Jew? And 
how dare the Subliminal Porte dare to intimate that We, the Supreme Tempter, are 
stoned? And We not having had a drink in almost 2000 years? Scandalous, simply 
scandalous. Well, he shall have his reward. Behold! None of his Fall 1901 ma- 
neuvers shall succeed! So let it be written. So let it be done. And, you sni- 
velling heap of refuse from the slums of Constantinople, know that your waster 
cannot even tell time. The equivalent jdate A.M. for 1901 A.D, is 1319, not 
1190, Put that in your Hookah and smoke itl" 

"But Majesty," Ozel broke in, "my Royal master did invoke your aid, . .' 

"Oh very well, he may have his cruisers. Of course, they will all be on 
the Caspian Sea. Now, aroint thee, wreteht Grovel before Us 1 We take our 
leavei" And he was gone. 



DIPLOMATIC POUCH: 

Dave Lebling, Box 2234, Burton House, 420 Memorial Drive, Cambridge, Mass. 02139 
Your comparison of ratings with preferences is interesting, but 1 think your 
conclusion, that such a preference is the precursor of the future rating list, 
i s not justi f ted. , 

For example, my own preferences would be: Austria, Germany, Russia, France, 
Italy, England, Turkey. 1 have no feel ing whatsoever that this is how the fu- 
ture rating will look. I can, and have done well with Turkey and England. The 
reason I put them low is that they are uninteresting to play. Both have excel- 
lent chances of winning, but their strategies are limited to the extent that 
there is little fun in playing them. Exactly the opposite is true of Austria 
and Germany. Played well in the beginning of the game, both can win. But, both 
will go under very quickly if they are attacked right off by two of their neigh- 
bors. This occurs in game after game. In my own experience, Germany was at- 
tacked by England and France in 1966R, Austria in Miller's P0C, PHC, etc., etc. 
A great many people don't like either country for this reason. I note that Aus- 
tria is sixth in your list, Italy is a special case. It has the bleakest offen- 
sive possibilities of any power on the board. As far as most people are concern- 
ed there Is either the sneak attack on Austria In 1901 or the slow build up of 
fleets to attack France, neither of which have a large chance of succeeding. 
Smythe tried, in Miller's PJC, to attack Turkey by building fleets and convoying 
to Syria, but due to various factors not under his control (read his allies) he 
was unable to make progress. Perhaps if someone has the courage to really deve- 
lope this type of attack Italy wi 1 1 go up some in Preference. 

It is very interesting to see such a tabulation of preferences published. 
Perhps you remember that Jared Johnson tried to get one about a Year or so ago, 
but response was small. If you eventually get more games going, or obtain fig- 
ures from other people who give players a choice you might be able to get such 
a survey your self.- 

(Ed. Note. I really did not mean to imply* that last issue*s future country 
list would approach the actual configuration at some future date, rather I had 
planned to dwell upon the fact that trends could be recognized from a player's 
desire of position. Unfortunately, space limitaions annlhi lated (?) further 
commentary. ^ 

Compiling a list of preferences from the AEOLUS games, substantiated and 
brought to light a number of interesting ideas. 

a) the length of time Involved in Diplomacy is reflected in the player's list 
of desired choices. The longer the invofcement, the more inclined toward the 
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b) All countries did receive *' ftVst ptace £ listing (individual player lists); 
and at* of the countries did place test at least cm time. 
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Turkey was always ouch tess enth«*t#*tlc than might b* ex| 

its success. ' tfttfMfcfti f9M(ff# iSJfrftg f^C^J^'^rlfW* ' 

wise' off in ^e^S^ofWlSr^' ? It ^^rP^^l^M^»;^l%. • 
but* presumably, a. player who wants a straight war ^ame is playing Waterloo* or 

involved FnWe<»iat*?ly j»nd can afford to stand aside and watch 'ih* action for a 

ers certainly dislike playing Austria, dfffi£i%'i»att j^^kSalt0Rm* _ SejjrtHa-,, 

There is another question which may. Jnflu$nce preference f» postaJ games, 
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V^ot-jiwplng too soon. In this case 
as. toss i a-, and Turkey were 
. ,Jand ,#nMes to oppose the 

, ..' ,„lt **«^StlOt t fv<*. ^if , ta^ aji-pj^en*, t|p^lUi»si^wa^j |o^^ tfw ^^^wg*^i^ 
' ' year of wai 1 1 ng wou !<• have reveal ed' the", Ingl i sh pri^occupatlon wf th France, the 
excellent cooperation between Germany and Russia, and the eventual, , Mftavoi dab.l e 
conflict with Turkey. Weil it was experience. ' 
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FRANCE (Ralns^l): 
GERMANY (Kuch): 
ITALY (Leltch): 
'RUSSIA (We lis):-. 
AUSTRlA(Griffin): Remove F Alb. 
ENGLAND (Aus tin): Remove F Nwg. 
TURKEY (Long): Build F Con. 



Built ,F BRE. 
Build F Kie. 
Build, F Hap; A Ven. 
Build A Mos. 



PRESS ' RELEASES: 
FRANCE: ... 
GERMANY:.... 
ITALY: ... 



RUSSIA: .., 
ENGLAND: ., 
TURKEY: .., 



CIPLOMATIC POUCH (cont.) 

tlon of the word "space" In the Rules has already been Interpreted (re: The 
Coastal Crawal) to mean that (e.gi) Spa(sc) Is a different space than is Spa(nc). 
A dislodged unit may not retreat to: ; 

a) a space left' vacant by a stand-off or 

b) the space from which it was attacked. 

But for F Por, Spa (nc) is not vacant for either of those reasons, and it there- 
fore seems to me that the Italian F Por may retreat to Spa(nc). Of course, if 
either or both of the French units in Spa and Mar had been armies, the rule- 
would not apply. You will note In EREWHON, that i am adopting a house-rule (25) 
to allow exactly this sort of retreat. Like the coastal crawl , of which it is a 
corollary, this rule works only when all the units involved in movement are 
fleets. It is a very rare situation, and I don't recall a game (although there 
must have been one or two) in which it could have been used. It would apply 
only to a F Por being attacked by a F Spa (n or sc) and/or to a F Con being at- 
tacked by a F Bui (e of sc). , 



(Ed. Note. You've brought up a good point Rod, but I can only agree with you in 
part. The simplified version: 

FRANCE: F Spa(sc) to Por; F Mid (S) F Spa(sc) to Por. 
ITALY: F Por Stand . F Por retreats to Spa(nc). 

does work as it is complementary to the Coastal Crawl. However your continua- 
tion that a stand-off In Spa(sc) does not prevent a retreat into Spa(nc) seems 
to me to be contrary to the rules. After all the rulebook description of a 
fleet in a province having two coasts, includes, "It nevertheless occupies the 

.8 
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entire province." The stand-off in your example would deny a portion of Spain 
to the retreating Fleet; a portion which would have been left vacant by a 
stand-off as per the rutes of "THE Retreat". A stand-off in one coast of a two 
coast province, will be considered to be a stand-off in the entire province (at 
least it will in AEOLUS).) 



1. COSTAGUAiMA ?: von Metzke returns (at least I'm told) regular Diplomacy game 
Three still has openings; $3.00 fee (Conrad von Metzke, 5327 H'i LI top. drive, 
San Diego, California 92114). 

2. DIPLOPHQBIA #22: Three openings still available in what is to be the, last new 
game for some time. $3.00 fee (Don Miller, 12315 Judson Road, Wheaton, Maryland 
20906). 

3. GL0CK0RLA #12: A regular game is open, positions are $3.00. Standby positions 
for Indianomacy and Super- Economic Diplomacy are available. (Lave Lsbling, Box 
2234, Burton House, 420 Memorial Drive, Cambridge, Mass. 02139). 

4. Congratulations to John Beshara for his win as Russia in 1966AU 



A CEAC STATESMAM 



I could hot dig: I dare not rob: 
therefore I lied to please the hmW 
itow all my lies are proved untrue, 
And 1 must face the men I slew. 
What tale shall save me here among 
Mine angry and defrauded young? 
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FIRST CLASS MAIL 




Argument, as usually managed, 
is the worst sort of conversation, 
as in books it is generally the wcfrst 
sort of reading - Swif 1 




